
ANCIENT WORLD 

Welcome to Ancient History! 
I am so excited to be your child’s history teacher this year. I promise to 

work as hard as I can to make the classroom an engaging place your 

child looks forward to each day. I can’t promise there won’t be bumps 

in the road, but there will be lots of love and laughter. School starts on 

August 9th. We will be utilizing Google Classroom to provide supple-

mentary instruction that includes links to videos and optional readings. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about Google Class-

room and/or PowerSchool and I will do my best to help you.  

The Curriculum 

The Ancient World is full of fascinating history. We’ll be learning a 

great deal about the scientific origins of the human species, the devel-

opment of cities, and the unique cultures that have influenced our mod-

ern world.  

Q: What are we learning first? 

A: The first unit is called Historian’s Handbook and is a skill-builder unit. We’ll 

be working on reading maps, understanding timelines, and creating our own 

diagrams.   

Supporting Students Emotionally 

The first two weeks of school are about building community and creat-

ing that classroom culture where students feel confident asking ques-

tions, reaching out to their peers and teacher, and embracing their 

serious and silly selves without judgement.  

Q: What are we doing? 

A: Social-Emotional activities that help to show commonalities among stu-

dent interests.  

Q: How are we doing that?  

A: Students will be asked to complete various activities designed to show 

our Uncommon Commonalities. We will create personal character 

sketches to begin with, and personal autobiography snapshots to help 

us get to know each other.  

 

Mrs. Williams   August 2022 

A Little About 
Me! 
Some of my favorites… 

Color: Green 

Food: Mexican (Chipotle!) 

Hobbies: Writing, cross-stitch 

Drinks: Coffee and Dr. Pepper 

Season: Fall  

Sport: Baseball (Go Giants!) 

Outdoor activity: Running, 

relaxing at the beach 

Authors: Rothfuss, McCaffrey,  

Butcher, Bradbury, Heinlein, 

Asimov.  

University: Long Beach State 

Contact: 
Email: rwilliams@fcusd.org 

Phone: 916.294.9040 ext 205 

Me and my family in Disneyland this summer.  



Bell Schedules 

Warning 

Bell 
8:45 

Advisory 8:50-9:13 

Period 1 9:18-10:10 

Period 2 10:15-11:07 

Lunch 11:07-11:42 

Period 4 11:47-12:39 

Period 5 12:44-1:36 

Period 6 1:41-2:33 

Period 7 2:38-3:30 

Monday—Thursday Friday  

(no advisory) 

Warning 

Bell 
8:45 

Period 1 8:50-9:30 

Period 2 9:40-10:22 

Lunch 10:22-10:57 

Period 4 11:01-11:44 

Period 5 11:49-12:31 

Period 6 12:36-1:18 

Period 7 1:23-2:05 

Each Friday teacher responsibilities change. We meet as a whole staff, as a department, as a 

grade-level, or have time to get some grading done.  These days are designed to allow us to 

collaborate together to improve instruction , analyze data, or get some grading done.  

WHAT DO WE DO ON FRIDAYS?  



“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress.  

Working together is success.”                   - Henry Ford  

Folsom Middle School Mission: 

At Folsom Middle School we provide a 

safe environment where all students are 

able to learn and grow and are empow-

ered to make responsible life choices. 

Folsom Middle School Vision: 

Students, staff, and families work collaboratively 

to prepare students to be academically, socially, 

and emotionally capable. Students will develop 

appropriate coping skills and be able to com-

municate, be creative, think critically, and work 

individually and as a team to be prepared for fu-

ture success.  

Upcoming Events 

August 2nd, 2022 

The Jagwalk!  

Pick up student schedules, PE 

clothes, textbooks, and other mate-

rials.  

If your student was unable to ad-

dend the Jagwalk, they will pick up 

their schedule in the office before 

school on August 9th.  

August 9th, 2022 

First Day of School!  

August 31st, 2021 

Back to School Night 6pm-7:30pm 

 

 



Grading 

40% Practice  
All formative course-

work, learning tar-

gets, and notebook 

checks fall into this 

category.  

60% Mastery 
All summative as-

sessments such as 

tests and projects.   

All assignments, in-

cluding test, can be 

revised and resubmit-

ted. Deadlines for re-

submitting work will be 

posted.  

Syllabus 
Course Description: this course provides a general overview of 

the early history of mankind. We will be exploring the past from 

early hominids through the rise and fall of the Roman Empire. The 

first semester will be focused on early man, the Cradle of Civiliza-

tion, Egypt, and the origins of Judaism. Second semester will fo-

cus on Greece and Rome, with a specific focus on the types of 

government these two civilizations utilized and what they mean 

for our modern world. The year will end with ancient India and 

China. Our overarching question for the entire year is “What does 

it mean to be ‘civilized’?” a question that we will revisit numerous 

times.  

Course work: Our primary method of gathering notes will be 

through pencil/pen and paper. After two years of digital learning, I 

feel that analog is the way to go. If, however, you and your stu-

dent would prefer a digital experience, a digital notebook can be 

arranged. Cooperative learning is encouraged, but each student 

is responsible for their own work. 

Exams and Grades: Students will be evaluated on their ability to 

recall, explain, and evaluate the materials and information pre-

sented. Assessments will be drawn from lecture, readings, skill 

work, map work, and class discussions. Assessments will be giv-

en at the conclusion of each unit. Quizzes will be given at varying 

intervals, and never as a pop-quiz. Each unit will be graded inde-

pendently, though all units for a semester will be combined for a 

final grade.  

The “3 R’s” of the class: 

Responsibility— every student has the ability to succeed both 

academically, and in all of their chosen endeavors. I will teach you 

the skills you will need to succeed at Folsom Middle School and in 

the future. It is your responsibility to see to it that you are in class 

on time every day, attentive, and prepared for the day’s lesson.  

Respect—All students will show respect for each other’s person, 

opinion, and property, in addition to demonstrating a concern for 

the feelings of others. That means listening to points of view that 

may differ from your own and accepting the right of others to 

voice that opinion using appropriate language.  

Rights—Each student that enters my classroom has the right to 

expect my full attention to the lesson at hand in addition to provid-

ing a safe classroom that fosters learning.  

Recommended 

Materials 

• Single-subject, 

spiral notebook  

• Colored Pencils 

• Markers 

• Glue Sticks 

• Pens/pencils 


